II icn, aeu^ Jeniungs (K-Tenn.), Rep. Robert Hanrahan (R-III.), Trans- Heirlnger, mass transit aanuiuairaior. 
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By Lou Cannon 

WAshlairton Post SUif Writer 

President Nixon signed a 
compromise $22.9 billion high- 
way aid measure . yesterday 
that for the first time frees 
highway trust funds for use in 
mass transportation systems. 
The legislation was hailed 
, py the President as a sign of 
f ^‘constructive cooperation” 
5 with Congress and by his 
t counselor, Melvin R. Laird, as 

I an indication that the adminis- 
t tratipn i|9 np^ pw’alyzed by the 
5 (Vatergate scandal. 

**It is important to bear in 
r nind that we are moving for- 
ward on the domestic agenda 
i-lior America,” Laird said. 

I I The most significant feature 


of the new three-year legisla- 
tion is that it unlocks the $6 
•billion highway trust fund de- 
rived from gasoline and tire 
taxes. Since this fund’s incep- 
tion in 1957, it has been used 
exclusively for highway build- 
ing, principally for the inter- 
state ^highway system which is 
now 83 per cent complete. 

The bill will provide $200 
million to cities for purchas- 
ing buses in the second year 
of the le^slation and another 
$800 million to cities for buy- 
in^feuses or for use in build- 
ing s’libways or other rail sys- 
tems in the third year. While 
this sum is a small one in com- 
parison to the cost of subway 
systems, the legislation also 


provides $3 billion out of gen- 
eral funds for direct grants to 
urban -mass transit projects. 

State and local officials may 
substitute mass transit pro- 
jects for controversial, unbuilt 
interstate highway links, sev- 
eral of which have been 
blocked * by environmental 
groups. 

Fundamentally, the bill is a 
compromise between an ur- 
ban-environmentalist coalition 
that sought' to free highway 
trust monies for mads "transit 
and automobile, road-building 
and oil lobbyists who have for 
the past decade - successfully 
resisted any diversion of trust 
funds from highways to mass 
transit. 


way Bill 


Though relatively few trust 
und dollars will actually be 
liverted, the compromise is 
robably on balance a victory 
dr the urban and environmen- 
;alist lobbyists because of the 
mportant precedent it estab- 
shes of using the trust funds 
or mass transit purposes. 

Mindful that the compro- 
mise has been represented as 
a victory on all sides, Trans- 
poi^tion Secretary Claude S. 
Brinegar- was careful to de- 
scribe the new measure as a 
triumph of “flexibility” for 
transportation planners. 

“We _do not see such flexibil- 
ity as a 'busting of the trust* 
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but rather as a sensible broaid- 
enld$ of its uses,” Brinegar c 
said at a White House brief- 
ing. 

It is a sign of the times, 

. however, thiat the once^cro- 
I sahct highway trust waa^de- ^ 
i s^b^ in lrreyewnt tei^ 

^ Pr^d^nt who !;coro-. 

mehted during tbe^ biil-ai^ng.. 

I ceremony ' that “the 'digest 
t^g in t^e jworld is to s^nd 

• a d^'pn i^$uperhighway.” 

• ^ “Under this act for the first 
time states and localities will 
have the flexibility they need 1 
to set their own transportation 
priorities,” Mr. Nixon said. 

He called , the diversion of 
highway trust monies to mass 
transit “a landniark provision” 
that will aBbw states and local 
governments to set their own 
priorities. , 

‘The law will* enable them 
at last to relieve congestion 1 
and pollution problems by de- V 
veloping more balanced trans- 
Ippriatioh. systems where, that 
if appropriate, rather^ than 
locking , them into further . 
highway expenditures phlch^C 
can sometimes 'make ^such' 
problems even wonwi’lhe ^sai^ 
^* 1^0 emerging and related 




adirdnistratjt^^ ^domi- 

hated;^e and an- 

nouheVinep]^^l§^^ the 

biU ’sigidngl' is the deveL 
ooing V^lifte :Hpuse praise fpr*;. 
Congress bn.,non-Watei;‘ghte is-.V 
sues, the other the rcite|^ation “ 
of administration belief in its 
Own ability to govern. ^ 
Brinegar,^ therefore, spoke 
of. the “ene 0 ura^ng.and grati- 
fying accbqpjlshnieht** of Con- 
gress in wofltihg out a com- 
jtfromlsei whUe La^ talked pf 
‘the administration ^‘facing ;np 
to the domestic agenda.”^ ! j: 
the 'major ^ca^ 
tions of the bill, in addiifont to 
th?_";mass . transit funda, 'are 
$3»6 billion to bring the .inter; 
^ate highway system { near 
completion, $3.3 billion for ru-^ 
ral; primary ; and^ secondary 
•Jitban h'^ways/and $2 billion 
rpads,- another $3.3 billion for 
ior highway s^ety programs. { 

I '^;F)or ,the fiiit time, the ‘hlgh-i 
.wi^ legislation aids, the bicycle- 
who was ; descrn>ed 
as “perhaps the]ulti- 
;ih JJie usage 

u allocating $120 
jJbn ^m the trust ^urfd 
^VA^coh^i^cjtion bf’flSieyde 
* bighw^ 


